


SUPPLEMENT TO 





THE ILLUSTRATED 





LONDON NEWS 











t 


ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING TREASURES OF 


A GREAT MEDIA: VAL 
MASTERPIECE: THE 
ROYAL GOLD CUP. 


REASURES and masterpieces of every 
age and description are to be found in 

the huge Edward VII Gallery at the British 
Museum. One of the most beautiful, 
interesting and precious of these is the 
‘* Royal Gold Cup of the Kings of France 
and Engiand,’’ which ‘‘ is the one representa- 
tive left to us of medizwval secular plate in 
its most sumptuous development.’’ The solid 
gold cup is decorated with scenes, in enamels, 
from the legend of St. Agnes, virgin and 
martyr, which adorn the exterior and 
interior of the cover and bowl. The symbols 
of the evangelists round the stem and foot 
are also in enamel work, all of which is 
‘executed by the process known as trans- 
lucent on sunk relief taille).’’ The 
expanses of plain gold are pounced or stippled 
with delicate scroll-work. In his monograph 
on the cup (from which the information and 
quotations given here are taken) the late 
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Reproduced by courtesy of the frustees of the British Museum, 





ROYAL GOLD CUP OF THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND 


. 





WITH DETAIL 


Height : Weight 68} ozs 
Continued.! 
Mr. O. M. Dalton states that the cup may 
well have been made in Paris in the year 
1380. It is known that the cup was given to 
Charles VI of France, by his uncle, the 
Duc de Berry, in 1391. It is not known how 
its next owner, the Duke of Bedford, obtained 
the cup, which he sent to England in 1434. 
On the Duke's death in the following year it 
passed to his nephew, the young King 
Henry VI. By 1449 the cup was certainly in 
the Royal collection, and it is found in in- 
ventories of the Crown Jewels of Elizabeth I's 
reign. There are two additions to the stem 
a gold band coarsely ornamented with 
applied Tudor roses in red and white enamel 
and, above this, a band with a Latin inscrip- 
tion recording how the cup became the 
property of the Constable of Castile, to whom 


9} ins. 


it was presented in 1604 by James I. In 1610 
the Constable presented the cup to the 
Convent of St. Clara in Madina de Pomar, 


where it remained until 1883, when the com- 

munity decided to sell their great treasure in 

France. The first purchaser was Baron 

Jéréme Pichon. In 1891, after earlier hesita- 

tion, the British Museum acquired this unique 
and historic piece for £8000. 
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THE STATE VISIT TO FRANCE: HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II. 


rau study by Baron Studios. 
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THE STATE VISIT TO FRANCE: H.R.H. THE PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH. 


Portrait study by Baron Studios 
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SCOTLAND'S GREAT NATIONAL HERO: A NEW STATUETTE OF THE BRUCE, ROBERT I, BEFORE BANNOCKBURN. 


[The National Trust for Scotland has arranged an exhibition, for the purpose 
of raising funds, of the original plaster model for the statuette of the Bruce 
illustrated above. The plaster model and the finished work, which is in 
cast aluminium, painted and overlaid with gold and platinum leaf, are in 


appearance similar in all respects. The exhibition was arranged to be 
held at the Salon of Messrs. Doig, Wilson and Wheatley in George Street, 
Edinburgh, for the fortnight beginning April 1. The statuette is by 


Colour photograph by Paul Shillabeer, F.R.P.S 





Mr. C. d’O. Pilkington Jackson, A.R.S.A., F.R.B.S., in collaboration with 
Mr. H. Russell Robinson, Assistant to the Master of the Armouries, H.M. 
Tower of London, and the model was exhibited by courtesy of Colonel Eric 
Harvie, of Calgary, Alberta, who commissioned the work. The victor of 
Bannockburn is shown much as he must have appeared shortly before the 
battle—at dawn on June 24, 1314 surveying the English forces. The 
height of the statuette is 31 ins., without pedestal. 
reproduced by kind permission of Colonel Eric Harvte 





